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The National e-Governance Division (NeGD) organized a
workshop on the Digital India initiative at the University of
Allahabad on 1* October 2024. The 'Digital India Talk Show' was
held in collaboration with the ICT Cell of the UoA, highlighting the

transformative power of technology in governance.
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Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies

The Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies (IGTP) organized a special programme, ‘Sab Ke Gandhi, Sab

me Gandhi,” on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti and International Day for Nonviolence on 2™ October 2024.The

‘Gandhi Krishi aur Aushadhi Udyan’ was inaugurated by the special guests — Prof Manmohan Krishna (Chair, Niti
Aayog, University of Allahabad), Prof Ashish Khare (Registrar, UoA), Prof Rakesh Singh (Director, IGTPS and
Proctor, UoA) and Dr Avinash Srivastava (Coordinator, IGTPS). The guests planted medicinal plants in the garden
and shared their views on Gandhi. The programme also witnessed the inaugural release of the Journal of IGTPS,
‘Gandhi Path’, and the ‘Annual Academic Calendar’ by the esteemed guests.

Prof Rakesh Singh and Dr Avinash Srivastava welcomed the guests and the students and thanked the Honourable
Vice Chancellor, Prof Sangita Srivastava, for her grand efforts and contribution towards academic rejuvenation and
administrative and infrastructural progress. The Institute has already started an M.A. Programme in Gandhian
Thought and Peace Studies under the visionary leadership of the Honourable Vice Chancellor ma'am, Prof Sangita

Srivastava, and Prof Rakesh Singh (Director).

On this occasion, while paying tribute to Mahatma Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri, Prof Manmohan Krishna
reminded the gathering of ‘truth, nonviolence and social harmony’, as espoused by both leaders, as the only viable
remedy for countering modern-day violent conflicts and disputes in the present scenario. Peace and not war can truly
save humanity today from the scourge of greed and hatred. The programme was conducted by the coordinator, Dr
Avinash Srivastava, and the vote of thanks was extended by Dr Toshi Anand, Assistant Prof in the institute,
supported by Dr Surendra Kumar, Assistant Prof in the institute. The programme was attended by scores of eminent
faculty members, researchers, students and staff of the institute, other departments, and constituent colleges of the

University of Allahabad.
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The Institute of Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies,
University of Allahabad, celebrated “United Nations

(UN) Day” on 24™ October 2024 by organising various

activities, including a lecture, a group discussion and a
video screening on the UN’s foundation, history and
relevance. Dr Avinash Kumar Srivastava, Coordinator
of the Institute, delivered a thought-provoking lecture
and emphasised that the ideas and ideals of the United
Nations Organization reflect Mahatma Gandhi’s
principles of Satya and Ahimsa (Truth and Non-
violence). In his address, Dr Atul Narayan Singh,
Assistant  Professor of Ancient History and
Archaeology, highlighted India’s commitment to peace
and noted that an excessive focus on economic gains
has fuelled a global rat race for arms, complicating the
UN’s efforts to mediate conflicts. Dr Surendra Kumar,
Assistant Professor of the institute, discussed how
ideological clashes disrupt societal harmony and
stressed the importance of dialogue for peace. Dr Toshi
Anand, Assistant Professor of the institute, showed
archival footage of the founding of the United Nations
and screened ‘Hymn to the United Nations: Let Music
for Peace Be the Paradigm’, a composition by W.H.
Auden. She concluded by thanking everyone and
encouraging further research on the work and culture of

the United Nations.

A special lecture on ‘Gandhi and Nirala: Literature and Politics’ was
held as a part of the Prof J. S. Mathur Lecture Series at the Institute of
Gandhian Thought & Peace Studies in the august presence of Prof
Rakesh Singh (Director). Prof Kumar Birendra, Professor of Hindi and
Secretary of the University of Allahabad Alumni Association, was the
keynote speaker on this occasion. The Director of the Institute
welcomed the guests and presented a detailed report on the
achievements and accomplishments of the Institute and shed light on the
outline of the academic programmes/ events offered/ conducted by the
Institute throughout the year. The Coordinator of the Institute, Dr
Avinash Srivastava, critically analysed Gandhi’s and Nirala’s thoughts
in the context of the modern world and elaborated on the purpose and
relevance of the Prof J. S. Mathur Memorial Lecture Series. Prof Kumar
Birendra remarked that Nirala often agreed with Gandhiji on political
issues and often disagreed with him on literary issues initially. He
further said that when Mahatma Gandhi started the Non-cooperation
movement in 1920, Nirala was in Mahishadal, Bengal. Under the
influence of this movement, Nirala used to go to the villages around
Mahishadal to form farmer organisations and promote Swadeshi.
Mahatma Gandhi did corrective and constructive politics, and Nirala,
adopting the spirit of righteousness from Gandhi, put in serious efforts
to improve the social system in the rural environment of India. In the
editorial titled ‘Sanatan Dharma and the Untouchables’ in the 16
November 1933 issue of ‘Sudha’ magazine, Nirala had praised and
supported Gandhi’s Untouch ability programme. This event was
conducted by Dr Toshi Anand, and Dr Surendra Kumar proposed a vote
of thanks. On this occasion, the faculty members, students and

researchers were present.
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Department of Geography

The Department of Geography embarked on its first
field outreach activity on 18" October, 2024, visiting
Chaubara Duban and Koharan villages in Chaubara
Gram Panchayat, Soraon. Undergraduate, postgraduate,
and research students, along with faculty members,
conducted an extensive survey to assess the rural
landscape surrounding Prayagraj. The focus areas
included socio-economic factors, level of development,
environmental state, awareness levels, and the impact
of distance on various geographical attributes. The
outreach activity also included a plantation drive,
distribution  of

stationary materials, displaying

Department of Chemistry

Under the esteemed guidance and mentorship of visionary Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor 61 students of 10™ standard, along with teachers and staff of
Rajkiya High School, Mooratganj, Kaushambi visited the Chemistry
Department for an educational tour on 21% October, 2024. All the faculty
members, along with the HoD, Prof. Dinesh Mani, enthusiastically
demonstrated and explained certain concepts of chemistry to the keen
students, which thoroughly motivated and inspired them to pursue

Department of Education

On 18" October 2024, the Department of Education, under the aegis of
the IQAC cell, organized outreach activities in Kotwa village,
Prayagraj. Faculty members and students from the M.Ed., M.A.
(Education), and Ph.D. programs visited local primary and elementary
schools to focus on school interventions. During the visit, students
learned about the history of the University of Allahabad, notable
alumni, and alumni from Kotwa village. They were informed about the
curricular and co-curricular activities offered by the Department of
Education, with the aim of encouraging collaboration between the

schools and the university for intervention and research programs.

Workshops were conducted on menstrual hygiene for girls and drug

handmade posters, a survey, and environmental

abuse prevention for all elementary school students to raise awareness

awareness activities. The department extended its L . N 2
N of health and social issues. Primary school students participated in

heartfelt gratitude to the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor f
¥ A el atmaad activities addressing safety and healthcare concerns, including lessons

iding thi tunit d extending invaluabl . 1
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logistic support. . . . !
& PP Department expresses its sincere gratitude to the Honorable Vice

Chancellor, Madam, for granting this valuable opportunity and for

providing essential logistical support.
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Department of Education

As part of the ‘Neki ka Manch’ initiative started by the Department of Education in 2023, the M.Ed. 3rd semester

students, mentored by Dr. Sonia Sthapak, visited Mother Teresa Orphanage in Mumfordganj. On 26" October,

2024, students were filled with joy and a sense of purpose as they interacted with the children and adults residing

there.

The students distributed food packets, chocolates, gifts, and essential items, bringing smiles to their faces
and a sense of warmth to their hearts. The Diwali celebrations were particularly special, as the students lit sparklers,
shared laughter, and created lasting memories. The experience was a humbling reminder of the importance of
kindness, empathy, and giving back to the community. As future educators, this visit reinforced the importance of
empathy and social responsibility. It highlighted the significant role that education plays in shaping compassionate
and responsible individuals. By witnessing the lives of these children, the students were inspired to strive for

excellence in our own academic pursuits and to dedicate themselves to creating a better future for all.
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Department of Family & Community Sciences Incubation Centre, University of Allahabad

On 25™ October, 2024 students of Rajkiya Vidyalaya, Incubation Centre, UoA, in collaboration with the Centre of Food
Rawatpur, Fatehpur visited the Dept. of Family and
Community Sciences.

Technology, organized a workshop on 23™ October, 2024 on ‘Building
Blocks: Essential Steps To Start Your Company’ for the students and the
startups under its ‘Campus to Startup’ Programme. The objective of this
workshop was to motivate the participants towards entrepreneurship.
Chief Guest, Prof S.I. Rizvi, Dean R&D motivated participants towards
innovative thinking. Prof Neelam Yadav, Coordinator, CFT spoke about
the opportunities of entrepreneurship in the domain of food technology.
Dr Himanshu Srivastava, key resource person, spoke about company

formation. Dr. Shefali Nandan, Incubation Centre Coordinator, gave the

- - |8
=BT =Ly - welcome address and briefed the audience about the objectives and
.. Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, India f 1
i Fv62+mgB, Colnel Ganj, George Town, Prayagraj, Uttar
-ﬁ Pradesh 211002, India

Lat 25.461632° Long 81.851442° : . .
= 25/10/24 1219 PM GMT +05:30 4 workshop was coordinated by Dr Cherita. Other members of the

programmes of the Centre. Dr Rohit Singh gave vote of thanks. The

Incubation Cell, Dr Simant Srivastava, Dr Rajesh Kuamri and Dr

Chakadola Panda were also present to motivate the students.
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Department of Commerce and Business Administration

A progressive initiative was undertaken by the Department of Commerce and Business Administration, University
of Allahabad for the betterment of research environment wherein the enrolled research scholars were provided a

platform for dissemination of research. The event Shodh Samvad was held at the Rajshekhar Hall (MONIRBA,

UoA) on 27" of September, 2024 with the primary theme of dissemination of research knowledge and inculcation of

learning environment. The event was successfully coordinated by Dr. Sarita Maxwell (Assistant Professor,
Department of Commerce & Business Administration) in the presence of our respected Dean, Faculty of Commerce
Prof A. K. Malviya, Coordinator of the Department, Prof G. B. S. Johri, faculty members, research scholars and

students. The event started with a warm welcome speech by the coordinator of the event

Dr. Sarita Maxwell, wherein she subtly highlighted the importance of communication (Samvad) in research (Shodh)
and how the programme is meant to benefit the research environment of the d Department. Thereafter, the
Coordinator of the department Prof. G. B. S. Johri was cordially invited to share his invaluable insights. He stressed
that the relevance of the research is only when it is capable of bringing something new to the present body of

knowledge.

This was followed by the speech of Dean Faculty of Commerce, Prof. A. K. Malviya. He extended his well wishes
to the coordinators of the programme for initiating such a progressive leap for the advancement of research and

knowledge.

Other faculty members of the Department deliberated on the far-reaching consequences of such an innovative move
which would not only benefit the scholars but the Department as well. Exchange of communication (samvad) can be

an effective means of improving the quality of research.

The presentations were followed by an interactive session with research scholars and faculty members, wherein the
depth of the research work was explored. The scholars gained practical insights into the details and dimensions of
their research.

With this, the event formally came to an end and the Vote of Thanks was proposed by Mr. Dhiraj Kumar.

B R — ‘ >
Raj Shekhar hall, MONIRBA
Allahabad University, Bank road; Prayagraj; Uttar Pradesh
Long 81.855359°
Lat 25.466443°
27/9/2024 02:05 PM
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